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My dear tir, Hilldards 


| This 4s 4n reply to your lettor of June 6, 1958 in ; 

which you mado two inquiries rolative to the authority of the New Hampshire | 
heronautics Commicclon. ° | . tee 

ob You Mrst inquire whether or not the Comission, upon = 
receipt of en application for approval of en.airport sito undor RSA 422320, |. -- 
has authority to order a public hearing end broaden the 4ssues to include 
consiceration of other airport sites in tho sano geographical area irres- . 
poctive of wiothar or not application has been made for approval of the 
other sitose oe . 


Your second inquiry 45 whothor or not the Comission : . 
on ite own initiative may investigate certain airport sites in a given area 
for the purpose of approving ons or more 61.t0d» 


Our answor with raopect to both of your 4nguiries is 
4n the affirmative. Your attention is diraotod to RSA 42238 which authorizes 
the Comnission to engage in any neronautical activity essential to the prog- 
ross of soron3zutios and which provides in part that "The commission 18 eme 
powored « « « to conduct such investigations « . . a3 it shall doom necessary 
. « » to oxcreise and porforn its powors and duties under this chapter. In 
advinistorince this chapter the commission, or the director when authorized 
by the commission, shall have tho powor to conduct hearings « e e"We also 
rofer you to RSA 42219 which authorizes the Cozmission "to hold investigae 
tions, Anquirios and hoarings « « e 4n connection with any matter relating 
to aeronautics « » e* It is our opinion that the two sections quoted above. 
ara broad enough to authorizo the Commission to conduct hearings and ine 
vestigations in the manner outlined in your inquiry — 


Z ; 


Subsequont to your letter of Juno 6th you sent us by te 
nassonger @ proposed opening statement for a public hearing in the matter of. 
airports and airport sites in the Hanover«Lobanon area and we believe the 
sane containg accurate statements os to the authority of the Commission. 


. Very truly yours, — 


George t. Ray, JIe,. a a 
GTR, Jr/m | Assistant Attorney General 
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